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Sustainable Procurement: A Guide to

Key Certifications

When sourcing products and services, certifications can help identify suppliers who meet
verified standards in sustainability, ethics, and environmental responsibility. The following
list outlines key categories of certifications available in Canada to support responsible

procurement decisions—from general sustainability practices to local sourcing and waste

reduction.
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https://bcorporation.net/
https://www.iso.org/standard/60857.html
https://bcgreenbusiness.ca/
https://fairtrade.ca/
https://www.leapingbunny.org/
https://sa-intl.org/programs/sa8000/
https://www.ul.com/resources/ecologo-certification-program
https://greenseal.org/
https://c2ccertified.org/certified-products
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Canada Organic
Government-regulated certification for organic
food

Certified Naturally Grown
Alternative to organic certification for small-
scale farmers using sustainable practices

Ocean Wise Canada
Ensures seafood is sourced from fisheries that
follow sustainable practices

Certifications supporting

organic, local and
sustainable food sourcing

Food & Agriculture

Energy Star & EnerGuide
For energy-efficient appliances and buildings

1ISO 14064
Standard that provides a framework for
quantifying and reporting carbon footprint

Carbon Trust Standard
Helps Canadian SMEs measure and reduce
carbon footprints

Energy & Carbon

Neutrality
Certifications focussed on

energy efficiency and
carbonimpact.

REDUCING CO2
YEAR ON YEAR

TRUE Certification for zero waste
For facilities and businesses diverting 90%+ of
waste

FSC Recycled
Certifies products which are made with 100%
recycled fibres

Made fr
racycied material
FSC* C000000

Certified Refurbished

Products that have undergone a thorough
inspection, repair, and restoration process
Buy Social Canada Certification

Support organizations to maximize social value
through procurement decisions

better waste and packaging

Certifications encouraging
practices.

Recycling and Waste

Reduction

Product Of Canada

Verifies that all processing and labour, and a
significant amount of the ingredients are .
Canadian 2,

domestically sourced

Local & Canadian
Procurement
Certifications
goods

supporting

For a directory of green businesses in your region, eco-friendly solutions and resources visit
www.bcgreenbusiness.ca
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https://canada-organic.ca/en
https://www.naturallygrown.org/
https://ocean.org/action/lead-a-shoreline-cleanup/
https://natural-resources.canada.ca/energy-efficiency/energy-star
https://www.iso.org/standard/66453.html
https://www.carbontrust.com/what-we-do/net-zero-transition-planning-and-delivery/route-to-net-zero-standard
https://true.gbci.org/true-certification-zero-waste
https://fsc.org/en/label
https://www.buysocialcanada.com/services/social-purchasing-partnerships/
https://inspection.canada.ca/en/food-labels/labelling/consumers/canadian-food#a1

